
Dan Flynn                                                                                                      July 23, 2012
TX House of Representatives
Greenville, TX

Dear Mr. Flynn;

I am writing to request your assistance today involving the senseless slaughter, butcher 
and skinning of our sacred white buffalo calf, “Lighting Medicine Cloud.” As the fourth 
generation grandson of our spiritual leader “Sitting Bull” my family and the Lakota 
People were honored by the birth of this sacred white buffalo calf. 

In honor of his sacred birth we were to celebrate Lightning Medicine Cloud’s First 
Birthday on May 12, 2012. This celebration was to occur at the Lakota Ranch in 
Greenville, Texas. The celebration would include our annual Greenville High School 
Scholarship Native American Powwow, May 11 & 12, 2012. The significance of his birth 
was offered up to All people wanting to participate in this celebration. 

Public announcements through the local media and on national broadcast television 
stations went out regarding “Lightning Medicine Cloud’s first birthday celebration.” It 
was to be a time of spiritual renewal and encouragement based on many tribal beliefs.

On April 30, 2012 just days before this celebration was to take place it was discovered 
that our sacred white buffalo calf had been slaughtered and skinned. We had just buried 
Gentle Ben, the father after he had been struck down by lightning a week earlier.

After the discovery of this horrendous crime, we had to experience the pain again, when 
Buffalo Woman, Lightning’s mother was found dead with knife wounds. Lying just feet 
from where her son was buried, laid his murdered mother, Buffalo Woman. As a People 
that believe justice will prevail in the end, we are left bewildered. Examiners concluded 
that the death of both where not by natural causes. This case has been in the hands of the 
Hunt County Sheriff’s department who now announced  they have no evidence that 
points to this as a “hate crime.”

I appeal to you today, as time is of the essence. There is to be a Hunt County Grand Jury 
this Friday, July 27th regarding this case and the fate of this senseless, premeditated 
slaughter could go unpunished. My hope today is to receive your support in keeping this 
case open and active until justice has been served.

I thank you in advance as I know All People reading my outcry for assistance will 
appreciate and honor those who support this cause.

I have noted below some of the many reasons why this is not just to the Lakota People 
but many other tribes revered as a monumental sacred birth. Our Native Americans are 
hoping that our justice system will not fail us and that justice will prevail.

Sincerely,
Arby Little Soldier
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Luther Standing Bear, a Lakota and one of the first Native American writers talked about 
respect as an essential ingredient for balanced interaction among all living things. 
According to him, the Lakota had developed a respect for the Earth and all forms of life 
because all were a necessary part of the physical environment. He suggested that some 
people had lost respect for animals. Respect for all forms of life, is not a common value 
in many today. His biggest concern was that humans who lost respect for animals would 
soon loose respect for their own kind as well…

Following the Creation of the Lakota People, when the droughts came and the People 
became weak and began to die, the one that stayed behind was saddened. As he came out 
he became the bison which multiplied and covered the earth. Not just Lakota but Plains 
tribes were heavily dependent on the bison for their livelihood. The abundance of buffalo 
meant Strength and Prosperity, Abundance and Manifestation. 

The Lakota’s demonstrated respect for the Buffalo through ceremonies prior to the 
buffalo hunt to ask the buffalo for the privilege of taking and use of his flesh. Buffalo 
were viewed as more than animals or even the Indians’ dietary mainstay; they 
symbolized existence itself and were even likened to the “breath of life.” 

To understand the sacredness of the white buffalo calf is the most revered of Lakota 
stories –the coming of the White Buffalo Calf Woman. The immense significance is not 
just to the Lakota People but to many other tribes. This holy woman taught the Lakota to 
pray and follow the proper path while on earth. Before she left she promised to return 
again as she made prophecies at that time. One of those prophecies was that the birth of a 
white buffalo calf would be a sign that it would be the time when she would return again 
to purify the world and to restore harmony and balance. As the holy woman left she 
turned into a white buffalo calf and disappeared. 

The Legend of the White Buffalo is a Spiritual Prophecy for World Peace. The prophecy 
calls for the white buffalo to change colors four times-with each color representing the 
four colors of man. When the buffalo calf is born white, it will change colors four times. 
In the fall, the coat turns yellow/creme. In the winter, the coat is black/brown. In the 
spring, the coat is red/rust color, and in summer after shedding is complete, the coat 
returns white.

The Lakota’s medicine wheel represents all races, black, red, yellow and white. Legend 
says that to the North on the medicine wheel is found wisdom. The color for wisdom is 
white and the medicine animal is the buffalo. The birth of a White Buffalo is a fulfillment 
of Native American Prophecy. The White Buffalo Calf is a sign to begin the joining of 
unifying the four sacred colors of the earth, and bringing global peace and to unite all 
races.

We ask in this time of  urgent need,  that justice and compassion will prevail. That we, as 
a country, will understand the significance and magnitude within the Native American 
community of the birth of the Sacred White Buffalo Calf.  The significance that came 
with the birth of “Lightning Medicine Cloud” is:  THE HOPE of ALL NATIONS.
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